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■jhe issue between State and. Defense at the White House 
meeting is really whether the Mekong River Valley itself is of 
such importance to us that we are willing to make a U.S. 
military investment in preempting it from Communist control. 
Roger Hilsman has prepared two studies on this subject which 
are attached to this memorandum. They fundamentally approach 
the issue from a military viewpoint. 

While, from a layman's point of view, I believe his case 
is convincingly stated and that he is qualified to make these 
Judgments, there is always some problem in State disputing 
with Defense on military grounds. Therefore, I believe we 
have to concentrate on the psychological and political value 
attached to the Mekong River Valley, especially by neighboring 
nations in Southeast Asia. 

We could demonstrate convincingly that Thailand, the 
Republic of Viet-Nam and Cambodia would feel that the game 
was completely lost if the U.S. let the Mekong River Valley 
go by default. 

The next question at issue will be whether U.S. forces 
could be, in good conscience, left for an indefinite period 
in the Mekong River Valley. The military will doubtless argue 
that this would be an immobilization of and waste of U.S. 
troops for altogether too limited a political objective. It 
seems to me we crossed this Rubicon when we undertook to put 
U.S. forces in Thailand. If the Mekong River Valley falls, 
the number of troops immobilized and the period of time during 
which they would have to be immobilized in Thailand would be 
far greater than if they were Just across . the border securing 
the defenses of the Mekong River Valley. 
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tolerable to leave those forces there for some length of 
time if they are not subjected to direct military attack 
but if the Communists 1 control over the rest of Laos is 
consolidated outside the area held by U.S. forces. This 
then, brings us full circle to the issue of whether the 
valley is of such importance to us that we would take it and 
hold it even if the rest of what is called Laos, including 
the panhandle cordillera is taken over by the Communists. 


Attachments: 2 INR studies as indicated 
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